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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) BILL (NO. 1) 2007 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) BILL (NO. 2) 2007 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [2.52 pm]:  Because my speech was interrupted by the break, I have changed 
the order of issues in my electorate that I will speak about. 
I am very pleased to see in the budget that my electorate got a waste water treatment plant upgrade; we therefore 
did get something.  We did not know that we needed an upgrade of the waste water treatment plant.  I am sure 
that if the people in my electorate had known that they had trouble with the treatment of their waste water, they 
would have been out in the streets chanting for the Treasurer to provide them with the money needed to fix the 
waste water treatment plant.  However, and this relates more to the Minister for Water Resources, the local golf 
club has a problem with the use of waste water.  The club has been negotiating with the Water Corporation about 
the use of waste water for about three or four years.  I have had meetings with the Water Corporation based in 
Bunbury and the club in an attempt to promote the use of waste water.  The member for Mandurah and the 
minister would know that the issue has actually stalled.  That is no reflection on the staff member in Mandurah, 
as he seems very good.  However, I have been told that that is where the issue lies in getting some sort of 
communication between the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Water Corporation in coming 
to agreement on the use of water from the waste water treatment plant.  I therefore hope that the Minister for the 
Environment will be able to step in and do something to help resolve that impasse. 
I will go on to talk about issues relating to my shadow portfolio.  I start with the health portfolio.  It was 
interesting to hear the Minister for Health talk about some issues that have been put back in time in relation to 
funding.  I will refer to the items in the “WA Clinical Health Services Framework 2205-2015” that have had 
their times for completion extended from the times that were listed in the original 2006-07 budget.  In the new 
budget, stage 1 of Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital has now been put back one year and two years for 
stage 2, so that the finish time will be 2013-14.  Work at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital has now been put back 
two years, with an estimated finish time of 2013-14.  These are times that have been put back from the times that 
were announced just 18 months ago.  Swan Health Service has been put back two years to 2011-12; Osborne 
Park Hospital back one year; staff for Fiona Stanley Hospital have been put back one year and the finish time is 
back two years.  Finish now for Fiona Stanley Hospital is now 2013-14; that is, back two years from the last 
announcement in 2005, not the original announcement by the minister prior to the last election.  It is actually 
four years back on that time; it is therefore getting further and further back.  It is a pity that the Minister for 
Health has gone from the chamber, as I wanted to ask him some questions about Fiona Stanley Hospital.  I guess 
it does not matter, as I will have the opportunity to do that in the estimates hearing.  However, it is interesting to 
note that there are no funds whatever in the budget for stage 2 of Fiona Stanley Hospital.  I note in the original 
“WA Health Clinical Services Framework 2005-2015” that stage 1 was supposed to be completed in 2010-11 
and stage 2 in 2015-16.  Stage 1 is now almost back to the time for stage 2; therefore, when will stage 2 
commence?  Stage 2 was supposed to cater for the transfer of spinal patients from the Shenton Park campus to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital.  When will that occur?  It is not even in the budget anymore.  The minister was getting 
stuck into me at various stages for not supporting that second stage of the Fiona Stanley Hospital expansion.  I 
have to say, after giving it considerable thought and looking at the problems with the availability of space in the 
existing hospitals, that I had formed the view that we would need to modify our policy on stage 2 of Fiona 
Stanley Hospital and in fact support that second stage.  However, I am not sure what we need to do now.  In 
saying that we were prepared to support the government because we could foresee the need for those extra beds 
with the expansion in 2014-15, I ask: when is the government supposed to do it?  When is the government 
planning to provide those extra beds?  I believe the chances are that the second stage will not be done until at 
least 2016-17.  It is already costing roughly $1.1 billion for stage 1.  I shudder to think what the cost will be of 
the proposed expansion to stage 2.  The original proposal for stage 1 was for 610 beds at Fiona Stanley Hospital, 
and it has now gone to 630 beds.  However, the proposal for stage 2 was 1 058 beds; that is, an extra 448 beds.  
The cost of beds under the current model is over $1 million per bed, which represents about $450 million in 
today’s terms.  Given the rapid expansion in costs in the past six to seven years, that will be an enormous cost 
when it finally gets there at whichever year the government says it will get there.  I want it on record that the 
opposition is certainly prepared to consider supporting the government in the proposed expansion of the 
secondary stage of Fiona Stanley Hospital, but we would like to know when that is supposed to be in the 
minister’s calculations. 

The other issue relates to the Shenton Park campus.  We know that Shenton Park campus is a very old hospital.  I 
went there when I was a student before I graduated; I think it was 1974 or 1975 - that is, 30-odd years ago.  It 
was an old hospital when I was there.  I think it was 20 or 30 years old then.  I do not know whether the member 
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for Alfred Cove knows, but I think it was built in the 1950s.  It is an extremely old hospital.  Under the 
minister’s scenario, it was supposed to close in 2010-11 and the facilities were to be transferred to Fiona Stanley 
Hospital.  Some of the rehabilitation beds were to go to other hospitals, such as Joondalup and Osborne Park, I 
think, although that was never clear.  We now despair at the time it will take to do something about this very old 
hospital.  I commented recently that while the grounds are great for the rehabilitation of patients and much better 
than those in a normal hospital, because people can use the grounds, the fact is the buildings are in a terrible 
condition and badly need upgrading. 

Another issue we have already drawn out from the minister is the relocation of Princess Margaret and King 
Edward Hospitals.  That was one of the key planks of the Reid report.  The Reid report gave a higher priority to 
relocating those two hospitals to a tertiary hospital site, and it suggested that Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital be the 
site.  The funding for the development of Princess Margaret Hospital does not start until 2011-12 and finishes in 
2015-16.  That is miles down the track, many governments after the one that is in power today.  However, the 
government is putting out the word that the hospitals need to be relocated and it supports that being done soon.  
It seems to me the minister has no intention of relocating PMH in the short term and King Edward Hospital does 
not appear in the budget other than in relation to holding funds over a certain number of years.  The Treasurer 
has no commitment to the relocation of those hospitals.  We give that a very high priority and we will make sure 
they feature early in the piece, not late in the piece.  It is my view the minister will have to do the same.  The 
minister does not have to put me on his “spendometer” because over the next year the minister will put himself 
and his government on the spendometer to find the money to do that badly needed relocation.  That is 
particularly the case with Princess Margaret Hospital in view of the concerns about the quality of the building. 

I have talked about the delays and the government’s capital budget.  The government likes to boast about the size 
of its capital budget and I noticed a comment in the budget papers under capital works.  The government has 
listed with great pride a total of $324 million for the capital works program for 2007-08.  It is commendable, but 
I want to put it in context.  The first context is the huge problem we have today in our hospitals.  That would be 
evident if a survey were done of the public, as the government itself has done, in relation to the standards of care 
and the problems with waiting lists - we have seen in today’s paper the huge problems with access being blocked 
at hospitals.  While the government is planning for the future, it is planning for future governments.  It is not 
dealing with the issues of today.  When I look at the capital works budget and see under which government the 
works will be done, it is obvious that when there is a change of government at the next election and we are 
elected, most of the money for the following projects will be spent by our government, not the present 
government: the central tertiary hospital, stage 2 - that is Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; most of the Joondalup 
Health Campus construction; most of the Swan Health Campus construction; most of the Osborne Park Hospital 
construction; nearly all of the Fiona Stanley Hospital construction; most of the Albany regional resource centre; 
and most of the Busselton hospital.  They will be built under our government. 
If I am the Minister for Health under a new government, I will give credit to the member for Fremantle.  
Although it was not his vision - it was the vision of the team put together by the member for Yokine, the former 
Minister for Health, led by Professor Reid and his cohorts - it has been adopted by both the Liberal and Labor 
parties.  I give credit to the present minister for getting the funds for this work into the budget.  I will happily 
give him credit.  I have to say that the minister himself has not done the same thing.  I have pulled out the 
2000-01 health budget to look at what projects were listed there.  These were projects for which this government 
has taken credit.  I refer to the Armadale-Kelmscott hospital; the Bunbury hospital replacement; the Geraldton 
hospital replacement; the Kalamunda hospital redevelopment; the Kalgoorlie redevelopment stage 1; and the 
mental health statewide initiatives. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  No, the member is an Independent.  He is not here to defend the government. 
Do members remember the Moora hospital development and the bricks that were sent to the former Premier?  
That was in the budget.  I refer also to emergency development, which was in the budget.  Also in the budget 
were the Narrogin hospital redevelopment and the Port Hedland hospital development.  Do members recall the 
government saying how wonderful it was for doing the Port Hedland hospital development?  There was 
$11 million for the Port Hedland health service redevelopment.   
Mr R.C. Kucera:  They were promises. 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  They were not promises; they were dollars and cents in the budget in exactly the same way 
that hospitals are shown in this government’s budget going up to 2014-15.  The minister will take credit for that 
even though most of the money will be spent by our government.  The minister wants to take credit for that, but 
he also wants to take credit for the work done by the member for Darling Range, who was Minister for Health at 
the time.  When I looked at the number of dollars in the budget for the priorities and major projects outlined by 
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the former Minister for Health, it was $234 million over the succeeding four years.  If one compares 
$234 million over four years with the minister’s figure of $370 million for one year, one would think there was 
no comparison.  However, let us look at the cost of the road that this government promised.  I refer to the Indian 
Ocean highway to Jurien Bay.  When we were in government, the cost of that road’s construction was about 
$32 million.  The cost in today’s dollars is roughly $153 million, or five times the cost.  If we look at the 
construction cost of all other major projects, we see that the cost has risen by that sort of order.  If we use that as 
a rough analogy to see how much the member for Darling Range proposed when he was minister, the 
$234 million over four years equates to $1 billion in today’s construction dollars.  The capital works program for 
2001-02 was in the order of $100 million, or $500 million in today’s dollars.  As members will see, while costs 
go up in dollar terms and the minister claims credit for the wonderful amount he is spending, in reality when we 
compare the dollars proposed to be spent by the former minister we can see that the figures are comparable. 
I want to turn now to some other issues listed in the budget papers that I find incredible.  I refer to “Achieving 
key services and care targets”.  They are key targets for waiting lists for elective surgery.  We all know the 
government has failed dismally to make an impact on waiting lists.  It continues to boast about a reduction in the 
numbers of people on the waiting list.  It is true there has been a reduction but, as members will know, it is not a 
real reduction as a result of increased surgery.  In fact, less surgery has been done.  It is a reduction as a result of 
the use of the phone to get people off the waiting list or, as the member for Kalgoorlie said earlier, to delay 
people waiting to get on to the waiting list.   
The minister makes some commitments in the budget about the standard requirements for category 1 cases; for 
example, it states “ all category 1 patients to be admitted within 30 days”, and so on.  He claims that those 
commitments will be achieved.  The minister promised that, by the end of next month - that is, June - the waiting 
list time category 2 patients, who are the semi-urgent ones, would all be dealt with within 90 days.  About 3 500 
of them are still on the waiting list.  The number has been increasing, although, I think, it has been marginally 
down this past month.  The minister has been targeting the two ends because he thinks it makes the figures look 
better and it brings down the average number on the waiting list.  People who are supposed to be waiting 90 days 
were waiting for six or seven months and are now waiting nine, 10 or 11 months.  People experiencing that delay 
do not appear anywhere in the statistics because they do not fit within the correct categories.  It is great to have 
targets.  Those targets are not new; they have been there before.  Suddenly the Minister for Health includes them 
and tries to pretend that he can achieve them just because he has put them there.  He wants to reduce the waiting 
time for category 3 patients to 180 days by 1 April 2008.  I think he has Buckley’s.  He is committing to a much 
greater increase in ambulatory surgery initiatives; that is, when people have their surgery and return home on the 
day.  The minister knows I support that program.  In fact, I assisted him to get support from the federal minister 
to make sure that goes ahead.  It would be nice if the minister gave some credit for the fact that he is getting the 
federal government to pay for those surgery initiatives, when previously the state government paid for them.  I 
do not disagree with that.  The more the federal government pays for, the better; nevertheless, he could at least 
give some credit to the fact that he is moving those costs from the state government to the federal government.  

The last issue I want to talk about in the limited time available to me is Aboriginal health.  As we know, 
Aboriginal health is a major issue in not only Western Australia, but also Australia.  Indigenous health is an issue 
throughout the world.  In fact, every country in the world has problems with the health of its indigenous 
populations.  I was in Canada five or six years ago, when I was the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, where I met 
the Indian chief in Vancouver.  He was very rich; he was wearing a suit and tie, and came from a very rich 
community.  The community had been given land that was being leased to the non-aboriginal population who 
built their houses on the land.  Those residents were, in effect, paying rates to the indigenous population, yet he 
said that they had huge problems with unemployment and alcoholism.  It is the same with indigenous 
populations throughout the world.  The latest statistics show that the health of Australia’s indigenous population 
is among the worst in the world, and we need to do something about it.  When I recently released our indigenous 
affairs policy, I stated that this is not a problem for which blame should be laid at the feet of commonwealth, 
state or local governments, Liberal or Labor.  Everyone has approached it with good intentions from all sides.  
The problem is that achievements have been few.  I have said publicly that when I look back on my four years as 
minister, I do not think that I achieved very much.  There are some pockets in which we had success, but, 
overall, if I look back and ask whether the indigenous population is any better off or any healthier as a result of 
my four years as minister, I would have to say no.  Having been through that process, I am perhaps in a better 
position than others to look at the issue as a whole.  In the four years I was not a member of Parliament, I 
undertook Aboriginal heritage surveys.  I was Minister for Indigenous Affairs, and am now shadow Minister for 
Health and for Indigenous Affairs.  This is something that must be tackled in a different way.   

Sadly, when I look through the budget and look for issues relating to Aboriginal affairs, I find a little hotchpotch 
of things.  There is one reference to Aboriginal health services in the wheatbelt, in the form of senior podiatrists, 
a senior social worker and an Aboriginal health worker. That is good but it is covered within an isolated dot 
point.  Two sections come under “Aboriginal health” as a heading.  Under “Major Achievements For 2006-07” is 
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a list of six dot points, one of which refers to a new position funded for Albany - I am very pleased to hear that - 
to maintain sexual health and blood-borne virus programs.  That is very good but I wonder what will happen to 
the other regions that experience similar problems.  Funding of $5.5 million over a four-year period has been 
allocated to four sites: Halls Creek, Kwinana, Norseman and the Western Desert communities - Jigalong, 
Punmu, Parnngurr and Kunawarritji.  The Hansard reporter will need to look at the spelling of Parnngurr because 
the spelling does not represent the way it sounds.  There are isolated pockets of funding on issues such as that.  
Major initiatives for 2007-08 cover only three dot points.  This is one of the major issues in health in Australia, 
particularly Western Australia, and initiatives for 2007 in a $3.6 billion budget warrant only three dot points in 
the health budget package!  That is pretty ordinary.  Interestingly enough, while I was looking for capital works 
in the 2001-02 health policy I saw on a document the heading “Aboriginal health”, so I asked for it to be printed 
out for me.  The 2000-01 health budget allocated six pages, not three dot points, to Aboriginal health.  The 
minister is not giving Aboriginal health proper attention.  I suspect that it is not because the minister does not 
regard it as a serious issue.  I suspect also that there are dollops of money to address the issue of Aboriginal 
health spread throughout all sorts of other areas in the state budget, such as the health, community services and 
housing and works budgets.  All these areas will contain dollops of money relating to Aboriginal issues.  
However, it does not cover the totality of the needs of or proper planning for Aboriginal health.  It must be 
coordinated and streamlined and be approached cooperatively by local, state and federal governments.  Above 
all, a new and different approach should be taken from what we have been doing before.  We have all tried over 
and again with that approach and it does not work.  

In the last minutes left to me I will make some points about areas that need to be covered.  The draft release of 
my Aboriginal policy covers a range of issues.  Some of those were covered in the recent announcements of the 
federal and state ministers.  Unfortunately, it covers only places such as Halls Creek and Kalumburu and one or 
two other communities.  The problems at Fitzroy Crossing are just as bad as those at Halls Creek, and those at 
Looma are just as bad as those at Bidyadanga, and those at Oombulgurri are just as bad as those at Kalumburu.  
Those communities have just as many difficulties as the communities for which strategies are being developed, 
yet the government is plucking them out one by one in trying to address the issues.  I have no more time to go 
through the issues I was going to cover.  However, I was hoping to make one key point.  I will read out the three 
lines briefly.  People talk about addressing the needs of the future.  Some say that to be successful in the future, 
we must recognise the past.  Others say that we should forget the past to focus on the future.  The following is 
from the Indigenous Affairs Policy discussion paper of 20 April - 

There are those who say we must recognise and accept the errors of the past before we move forward - 

A government member interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order, member! 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I would like to read the last two sentences if members opposite will give me the time.  I 
thank them -  

The reality must be a compromise if we are to have any hope of successful change.   

In accepting that the problems of the past have shaped the issues of today, we now plan together to 
change the future. 

I thank the member for Yokine. 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine) [3.19 pm]:  I will make a few comments about my electorate and what I see as 
decisions for the future.  There is no doubt that this budget will be seen, particularly in health, as the member for 
Dawesville has been saying, as one of the most visionary budgets that this state has seen in many years. 

In terms of the decisions for the future that have been made this year, one of the aspects that was a great decision 
on the part of the Treasurer for my electorate was the cutting of stamp duty for first home buyers.  Some of the 
most expensive real estate in Perth can be found at one end of my electorate, which is fortunate.  The decision by 
the Treasurer will have enormous impact at the other end of the electorate.  I have very large numbers of refugee 
groups and people who are disadvantaged in my electorate who will benefit from being able to get into their own 
home for the first time in many years.  Yes, we have been victims of our own success in this state.  I listened 
with interest to the shadow Treasurer talking about the value of people’s land and houses.  What he did not say is 
what those houses and land will be worth to those people in terms of increases.  There have been enormous 
increases in my own electorate in the value of land and houses to people generally.  Is he seriously suggesting 
that we would say to householders and people who own land in Western Australia that we sincerely hope the 
value of their land does not go up?  What a nonsense argument. 

In terms of a sustainable future, $417 million is to be spent over the next four years towards making housing in 
Western Australia more affordable.  I was delighted when both the Minister for Housing and Works and the 
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Premier asked me to accompany them recently to the launch of the shared equity scheme in my electorate.  The 
launch involved a young couple and their little baby - who was absolutely delightful - who, because of the 
scheme, will now be in their own house.  It is an excellent initiative.  It is one that will help people I have 
mentioned; that is, refugees and the disadvantaged. 

Decisions have been made about delivering on education.  I was pleased that the member for Dawesville 
mentioned Mt Lawley Senior High School.  It is a magnificent project.  Over $41 million has been spent to 
provide a centre of education for the inner northern suburbs.  It stands out as a model for Australia, not just for 
Perth.  I congratulate Terry Boland, the principal, for the magnificent way in which he has steered that through.  
I suppose the fundamental difference between me and the member for Dawesville when he was the member for 
Yokine is that he did promise a lot of things and he did work hard for his electorate, but we have delivered and 
we continue to deliver.   

Mirrabooka Senior High School was overlooked for many years.  Over $2 million will be spent this year as we 
head towards the end of the development of the new home economics computer facilities.  I congratulate 
Armando Giglia and his staff for a job they do under enormously trying conditions.  They have the highest 
refugee population of any high school in this state.  Those people come from areas of trauma.  Some of the kids 
were born in refugee camps.  They are doing a magnificent job with them.  It is only right that we are putting that 
type of trade training into place in that school.  On the question of trade training, I am delighted that the budget 
will cater $1.5 million for new equipment for building and construction training at the Balga campus of Swan 
TAFE.   

In my previous role as a police officer I saw for many years the impact of closing major areas like the State 
Engineering Works and the Roads Board’s programs in the state.  All the apprenticeship programs that they used 
to support went by the board.  All of a sudden we were faced with a group of young people who were totally 
unemployable.  I was absolutely dismayed yesterday when I heard an announcement by the Prime Minister about 
giving principals the right to kick kids out of schools.  All he will be doing is kicking kids onto the scrapheap.  I 
can recall under the previous government when children used to be suspended for truanting.  That was a 
ridiculous situation that led, no doubt, to very high crime rates at local levels.  An amount of $125 000 is 
available this year for Balga Senior High School.  In addition, $183 000 is available for Sutherland Dianella 
Primary School under the Fixing Our Schools maintenance program.   

I will give credit where it is due.  The federal government has set up a program for primary schools.  To those 
that have taken advantage of it, good on them.  That is an example of how we should be working together.  Only 
recently I raised a couple of issues in the house about working together.  We get howled down constantly when 
we say that there is no cooperation with the federal government.  I will highlight two examples.  Some members 
of the opposition spoke to me about a particular issue, which is the Balga Senior High School program for 
teenage mothers.  I was astounded when the money for that program was withdrawn.  The member for Murdoch 
has had plenty to say about other programs at that school but I notice that he did not say a word about that 
particular program which, through a unilateral decision of the minister in Canberra, who would have no idea of 
its impact, had its funding withdrawn from a program that has seen countless young women who have had the 
good fortune or misfortune - depending on how you look at it - to bring forth their own children and have 
decided courageously to hang onto their kids and go back to school and be supported as they go through.  I made 
a big noise about that.  Major Peter Tinley, who is standing for the seat of Stirling for the Labor Party, and 
Senator Ruth Webber took up this issue in Canberra, and, to his credit, the myopic decision made by the minister 
has now been reversed.  However, he has only said it verbally; I am yet to see it in writing.  I commend him if he 
has done that because it shows that perhaps, for once, he is listening to us over here in the west.  That is a typical 
example of what I am talking about as we constantly fight the federal government for cooperation.  That is 
something I would have been happy to take up with the local federal member but he was conspicuous by his 
silence on this matter. 
The second matter I wish to discuss was raised today by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure; namely, the 
whole question of Reid Highway.  I have raised this matter on a number of occasions in the house.  Money was 
put in the budget prior to the 2001 election by the then Liberal government - the Court government - to build the 
two overpasses that have been the subject of argument by me in this house for nearly four years.  The money was 
there to build them.  What happened?  The two seats of Innaloo and Carine were seen to be in jeopardy through 
polling.  The money for the overpasses was shifted by the then government to extend Reid Highway further 
towards the coast, which actually increased the levels of traffic and the problems we have at the two 
intersections.  Again, I have gone to the local Liberal member and said that this was a no-brainer and one that we 
can work together on and deliver because there is a huge grant of money from the federal government to deliver 
on the two overpasses.  In fact, we put money into black spot funding in the past three years and, as a result of 
that, the Mirrabooka intersection is now the twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth worst intersection in the state.  
However, Alexander Drive and Reid Highway is still the worst intersection in the state; hence, we have had 
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delivered to us the sum of $14 million by the state government to start that project.  As the minister said, we 
asked the City of Stirling to put funds into the project.  We also asked the federal member to support us.  The 
federal member is now campaigning actively against the federal government putting money into the 
intersections.  Just this week the member released a glossy brochure showing why it should not be funded, which 
to me is a nonsense.  This is a no-brainer.  It is a major highway that services all the northern suburbs right the 
way through to Kwinana nowadays.  One of the local action groups criticised the federal member for not 
supporting what we were doing.  It makes sense to go to one’s federal colleagues and support what is being done 
by the state government.  There is no politics in this one; it is a no-brainer.  However, I am concerned greatly 
because I was advised that the local federal member then said to the action group that they should no longer go 
to his office or use his photocopier machines because the group had criticised him.  Whether there is any truth in 
that, I do not know because I will not take it up with the federal member.  Regardless of which way people vote 
in my electorate of Yokine, I support them.  I support their right to criticise me, which they do often, and their 
right to bring issues to me.  I keep highlighting this issue of lack of cooperation between federal and state 
governments as something that I have experienced all the time I have been a member of Parliament; it needs to 
be dealt with.  I am very disappointed in the attitude of the local federal member on this issue.  It is a no-brainer.  
The worst intersection in Western Australia is the corner of Reid Highway and Alexander Drive.  The federal 
member has the capacity to ask his political colleagues to make some sensible decisions.  Either a pragmatic 
decision is needed to fix this problem, or perhaps a political decision on the second intersection to try to appease 
the people he has upset by kicking them out of his office.  I do not care which way he makes his decision, but it 
is up to him to support us in this matter.  This is the kind of issue I have raised on a number of occasions in this 
house.  I also compliment Senator Ruth Webber on taking these issues to Canberra and making sure that they 
were raised as a result of my speech, and also Major Peter Tinley.  The profile of those intersections is typical of 
why we need more coming together.  I compliment the federal government for putting all that extra funding into 
roads, but I am disappointed to hear that already a third of it has been committed to Queensland, when Western 
Australia is creating almost a third of the wealth of the nation.  I hope that the federal member for that area 
makes a sensible decision on this issue, if he has any clout at all in his own party.  I am starting to think that the 
party may have written him off already, because no money is forthcoming for any projects out there.  
I am disappointed that the member for Dawesville is not here.  One of the issues he campaigned on in 2001 was 
an attempt to fix an area known in my electorate as Dog Swamp - it is not my office - which has great 
significance for the Aboriginal people in the area.  It would also make a great entry statement for the City of 
Stirling.  Due to the efforts of the previous Minister for the Environment, Hon Judy Edwards; the City of 
Stirling, which has done a great job on this area; and the various conservation and catchment councils in my 
area, last week, after four years of pushing, work commenced on the rejuvenation of that swamp.  I ask any 
member who is driving up Wanneroo Road in the next few weeks to have a look at what is being done just past 
the intersection with Flinders Street.  It will be turned into a magnificent area that will bring back much of the 
native wildlife.  I was delighted this week when one of the bulldozer drivers stopped his machine right in the 
middle of the work, got out and recovered from the middle of the swamp two long-necked tortoises, which were 
thought to have been extinct in the area for many years.  The whole mob knocked off work and then did 
something that the Conservation Council probably thinks should not have been done, by driving across to Lake 
Monger to deposit the two tortoises.  It was fantastic to see that the wildlife is actually there, despite all the 
ravages.  Dog Swamp has been a great project of mine over the past four years.  Again, similar to what I said 
before about the member for Dawesville, he promised a lot in the electorate, but we have actually delivered.  The 
money for the work has come from the conservation movement, the City of Stirling and the Water Corporation, 
which has done a great job in making the project happen.  

In the bigger picture, the budget gives my electorate a great deal of hope.  I have read with dismay some of the 
criticism of it that has been made this week.  Of course, we will get criticised no matter what we do, but it 
reminds me a little bit of the scene in the movie Life of Brian, when all the Judeans are asking what the Romans 
had done for them: “What else have the Romans ever done for us?”  They have done enormous things for the 
people of the electorate of Yokine, and I am delighted by it.  

I will now move a little away from my own electorate and pick up an issue about which I have a great deal of 
passion.  I will declare an interest here because I am a boat owner and a member of the Fremantle Sailing Club.  
I have had discussions over the past 18 months with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure on behalf of the 
boating industry in Western Australia.  I commend the government and particularly the minister on the provision 
of marinas and boating facilities in this state.  It is amazing what has occurred over the past few years in 
Exmouth, Geraldton, Coogee and all the electorates of the south west.  However, there is a glaring omission in 
the Perth metropolitan area.  Western Australia now has more than 80 000 registered boats.  There are some 
20 000 other boats that are not registered, such as sailing dinghies and tenders.  That is more than 100 000 boats.  
Criticism came from both sides of the house about the Hillarys marina, but what an amazing facility that has 
become, and what an amazing drawcard it is for the state. 
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Mr R.F. Johnson:  The problem is that it is now overdeveloped.  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That is exactly the point I want to make, and I thank the member for that observation.  I 
was disappointed when I read in the western suburbs press this week about a project that was brought to me 
recently by a couple of councillors from the City of Nedlands and the boating industry.  As I was shown by the 
councillors, there is a capacity in the City of Nedlands to develop a magnificent facility for boating, and for it to 
be funded by the development of a very large parcel of land near the Swanbourne surf club.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  This land can be developed quite easily for housing, and would have considerable value.  I 
was disappointed the other day when the proposal simply to have a feasibility study into developing that piece of 
land with a marina facility on a portion of beach was rejected.  The marina facility could cater for up to 1 000 
boat pens.  There are no boat pens and no launching facilities anywhere on the coast between Hillarys and 
Fremantle, apart from those on the river.  Increasingly, we are seeing thousands of boats sailing through the 
harbour each weekend as people try to get out of the river.  It takes an enormous amount of time.  I was 
disappointed that the Nedlands City Council, which seems to follow the anti-development line of most of the 
small western suburbs councils, would not even consider a feasibility study.  Many members of the boating 
industry live in those areas.  A tour of some of the yacht clubs would reveal the increasing size of vessels being 
used in this state.  There is also a growing demand from Singapore and other nearby Asian neighbours to 
establish a boating industry that will allow super yachts to visit our state.  One multimillion-dollar yacht from 
Singapore now regularly visits the Fremantle Sailing Club.  Its owner is absolutely enamoured of the area and 
wishes to bring many more of his colleagues here in cruising yachts.  However, they are not able to visit Western 
Australia because we do not have the facilities. 

The government cannot be expected to fund every single boating facility in this state.  I know that you, 
Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), have been very active in developing small boat harbours in Albany and 
making sure that your electorate can become part of that cruising circuit.  I thought the Nedlands proposal was 
excellent, and I was deeply disappointed when I saw that it could not even get to the feasibility study stage.  I 
have promised the boating industry that I will continue to pursue the issue of the availability of boat pens at the 
Fremantle fishing boat harbour and the Fremantle Sailing Club.  Extra pens need to be made available at those 
locations.  In fact, there is now a four-year waiting list for boat pens for anyone with a moorable boat longer than 
10 metres.  We must consider how much wealth flows from that industry, when it is remembered that Western 
Australia has 80 000 registered boats and a further 20 000 unregistered boats that are used by weekend sailors 
etc.  Usually, between two and six people use each of those boats every weekend.  We are probably talking about 
a half a million people involved in the boating industry, and there are probably another 200 000 servicing the 
industry.  It is a multibillion dollar industry that needs to be catered for.  I recall the battle we had with the Town 
of Cambridge over the development of a new athletics track and centre of sporting excellence in this state.  You 
will remember it well, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson).  The minister was forced to resume the land and 
work with LandCorp on that facility.  I am happy to table the plans if any member wishes.  The cadastral plans 
and photographs that have been developed by the councillors of the City of Nedlands, who think this is an 
excellent idea, and I agree with them, show that there is ample land abutting the Swanbourne army camp.  A 
marina could easily be built there.  It is an ideal construction area and there is provision for a road.  We could 
have another Hillarys marina, and we could learn from all the mistakes that were made with the Hillarys marina.  
What a magnificent facility and asset that would be for not only the state, but also the City of Nedlands, which is 
struggling with its financial arrangements, as are all small councils.  They are continually looking for other ways 
to finance themselves.  This land is conservatively estimated to be worth $1.5 billion.  What a great partnership 
that would be with LandCorp and the minister leading the way.  It would be similar to the partnerships that have 
resulted in developments at Albany, Geraldton and Exmouth.  A virtually unused portion of land could be turned 
into something.  It is located almost in the centre of the city.  It is only 15 minutes from the city.  Imagine the 
pressure that would take off the Swan River, which is under enormous stress now.  The boating industry has told 
me that if pens were built on an ocean-side marina opposite Rottnest Island on the land between Swanbourne and 
City Beach, it would virtually guarantee that 500 of the pens would be used.  From my time in the police force I 
know that that area is a constant problem.  It was haunted by people who denied the families of that area from 
using it as a family beach.  I will go no further than that.  I am told by the councillors of the City of Nedlands 
that it is still haunted by people whom families would not want on the beach when they were there with their 
children.  I do not have a problem with what people do in their own homes, but I object when certain things are 
done in a public area that makes it impossible for people to have family fun.  I am going to pursue this issue with 
the minister on behalf of the boating industry of Western Australia to make sure that we can learn lessons from 
the Hillarys marina and get the council to look more sensibly at conducting a feasibility study.  This issue must 
be pursued.  
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I thank members for indulging me in my passion for boating.  I note that the member for Hillarys is in the 
chamber and I know how much he supports that facility in his electorate, despite the problems it causes 
occasionally.  Western Australia has the most magnificent coastline of anywhere in this nation.  There is no 
reason that it could not fully become the Mediterranean of the Indian Ocean if the proper facilities were built on 
the coast.  I believe it is the Mediterranean of the Indian Ocean.  If councils in the western suburbs - such as 
Nedlands - were a little more visionary, as are our Treasurer and Premier regarding the development of the state, 
the councillors would think long and hard before they knocked back such a magnificent proposal.  I commend it 
and will pursue the matter with the minister.  I thank members for indulging me.  I also commend to the house 
the visionary and excellent budget. 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.44 pm]:  I am delighted to deliver a speech this afternoon.  I thank all my 
friends and colleagues who have packed out this side of the chamber to listen to my very valuable words. 
Dr S.C. Thomas:  You’re welcome. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  We are in the same faction; we are a faction of two!  I would like to thank the Treasurer 
for being so kind and generous to the people of Hillarys.  I would love to say that today, but I cannot because the 
government will spend virtually nothing in Hillarys.  I have looked through the budget papers and I have 
desperately tried to find out what the government will be spending money on in Hillarys.  The member for 
Yokine said that his electorate has done very well, particularly in the area of education, with money being spent 
on schools and so forth.  There is only one item in the education budget for work in the schools of my electorate.  
Money is being spent on refurbishing Padbury Senior High School.  I will tell members why the government is 
doing that.  It is because this government closed the other school that was in my electorate in Craigie.  Craigie is 
not in my electorate any more, but it was in my electorate for many years.  The government closed Craigie 
Senior High School.  Those students had to go somewhere, and most of them went to Padbury Senior High 
School.  The refurbishment of Padbury Senior High School is long overdue because Craigie Senior High School 
has been closed for about five years now.  We have been waiting desperately for money to be spent.  Some 
primary schools in my electorate are very old now.  They were built many years ago and are not in a good state 
of repair.  The parents and citizens associations of those schools and even the teachers have asked me whether 
there is anything I can do to try to get money from the Carpenter government to make some of those schools a 
more pleasant place for the children to attend.  I tell them that I have written letters to the Minister for Education 
and Training but that they must remember that I am a Liberal in a Liberal electorate that is not a marginal seat.  I 
see where the money is being spent.  It is spent predominantly in the marginal Labor electorates.  It is a shame. 
Dr S.C. Thomas:  It is pork-barrelling. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Of course it is.  It is a great shame for the people in my electorate that the government 
will not spend the funds that are needed to be spent in my electorate, particularly for the primary school children 
who desperately need good quality facilities so that they can have the best opportunities to learn. 
I will touch on a couple of subjects in my electorate.  My time is limited before private members’ business 
begins.  The previous speaker, the member for Yokine, said that the Hillarys marina at Sorrento Quay is a 
fantastic facility.  I agree that it is a fantastic facility.  It was built to accommodate one million visitors a year.  
The latest figures I have seen show that each year well over four million visitors visit the Hillarys marina.  When 
the member for Yokine was speaking, I said that the only problem was that it was overdeveloped.  I hate to say 
that, but it is.  To some extent I lay the blame for that on the government.  The City of Joondalup opposed the 
latest developments that were presented to the council and indeed to this government through the State 
Administrative Tribunal.  The council opposed it for very good reasons.  There are not enough car parking 
facilities there.  People who go there on a summer’s evening, particularly on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday night, 
have a tough job finding parking space.  There are queues of people trying to leave the marina on those nights; 
they can wait up to half an hour to get out of that facility.  That is disgraceful.  Another matter that concerns me 
is that by allowing additional development, this government is putting public lives at risk.  A fire has occurred at 
the marina.  Fortunately, it occurred during the middle of the night and no-one was injured.  If a fire were to 
occur halfway down the development, the people at the end of the development would have a job getting to 
safety if the fire spread quickly.  An ambulance could not get down there and the police would have a devil of a 
job getting to the scene on a busy night.  The fire engines would have a helluva of a job getting down there too.  
It would take a very long time to put out a fire down at Hillarys marina on an evening such as I have described.  
We can have a good thing, but there are two main headleases there and the problem is that this government has 
allowed them to expand.  I do not know why but one of the head lessees does not get enough money from tenants 
in the huge restaurants and other facilities there, so it has gone to the trouble of putting what I call dog boxes in 
the walkways down at Hillarys marina.  They are a danger to the public because they reduce the walkway by 
approximately 50 per cent.  If there is a fire or if something really bad happens down there, they will impede 
access for people to get out of that place as quickly as possible.  That is a danger.  Nobody seems bothered other 
than me.  I will keep highlighting that because it will cause a problem one day. 
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Something was brought to my attention recently concerning my electorate.  I am not an expert on the 
environment so I am glad my colleague the member for Capel is in the chamber because he may be able to help 
me.  I think my colleague the member for Joondalup is also aware of this.  I am told that a chemical called 
hexazinone - I do not know that chemical - has been mistakenly sprayed on underground sumps in Perth, 
including in my area and that of the member for Joondalup.  I am told that it is in Oxley Road, Padbury, and the 
oval in Forrest Road, Padbury.  This particular chemical kills off plant life through its root systems and is visible 
around my particular area.  I am told that it takes up to 50 months to break down and disperse and major medical 
problems are emerging and no-one is taking responsibility for this error.  I ask the member for Capel whether 
that is an accurate description. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  That probably is.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  This has happened in my electorate and in the electorate of the member for Joondalup but 
nobody wants to do anything about it.  I presume it is the responsibility of the Minister for the Environment.  I 
want him to read my speech.  I am sure he will not be that bothered or interested in my speech but I ask him to 
read this part and deal with that problem because it is a danger to the health of children, in particular, who play 
around these areas.  I have an absolute passion for trying to protect our children, not only from abuse but also 
from any dangerous chemicals that might be in the area.  I urge the Minister for the Environment to do that. 

Ms S.M. McHale:  I’ll bring it to his attention on your behalf. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am much obliged to the minister.  I trust that the minister will; I know that she will 
because she said she will. 

Ms S.M. McHale:  I will. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I know she will.  When she gives her word, she keeps her word.  That is fair enough.   

I want to touch on a couple of other things in my portfolios.  I was staggered when I got the information that 
outstanding fines amount to $165 million at the moment.  I remember the Attorney General brought in 
legislation in recent months.  I notice that my colleague the member for Ballajura is smiling because I am sure he 
feels the same as me.  He used to have responsibility for this area.  When he had responsibility for this area, the 
figure was a lot less.  It has ballooned out of control under the Attorney General.  Is that because the Attorney 
General is too busy with his very important portfolios?  He is the Minister for Health, the Minister for Electoral 
Affairs and the minister responsible for certain areas of justice.  That was taken away from the now - 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Was that some verbal diarrhoea I heard?  I thought it was.  This figure has ballooned.  It 
was recorded in The West Australian.  I knew The West got it from information that was received.  In 2000-01, 
the end of our term of government, all that was outstanding in fines was $20 million.  I thought that was a 
helluva lot.  What happened since the Labor government came to power?  That figure blew out to $113 million 
by 2004.  That figure blew out in three years.  It has further blown out to $165 million this month.  A total of 
$96 million has been registered in the past two years. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  What are you quoting from?  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I cannot hear that member. 
Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am telling the member what the facts are.  I will indulge him, as I always do.  I did not 
hear his speech yesterday but my colleagues said that I should have heard the member for Riverton’s speech. 

Point of Order 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  I just wanted to know whether the member is quoting from an official document supplied by 
the minister or some other research document. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Further to the point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, as usual, the member for Riverton has 
no idea about standing orders. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  There is no point of order.  Member, get on with your speech.   

Debate Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will get on with my speech.  The member for Riverton has no idea about this place 
whatsoever.  He stands up and pontificates.  He thinks he knows what goes on in this place.  He was a minister 
once.  He is now a disgraced ex-minister.  He has forgotten that only ministers have to table official documents.  
Members of the opposition do not have to table anything.   
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The amount of outstanding fines is an absolute disgrace and an indictment on this government because it is doing 
nothing in the area of law and order. 
I will run out of time very shortly.  We are well over 200 police officers under official strength.  I wish the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services had come into the chamber earlier because I could have had a bit of 
dialogue with him.  He does not like those things.  My colleague the member for Kalgoorlie discussed the 
following question with me: how many police officers took sick or stress leave last February?  The answer is 
absolutely staggering.  During that one month, 877 police officers took 2 890 days’ sick and carers leave.  About 
18 per cent of our police service are on sick and stress leave at the moment.  Why are they on sick and stress 
leave?  Because of the stress they undergo in trying to get a decent wage from this government for the fantastic 
job they do.  Every day when they get out of their bed and go on duty, they put their lives on the line.  Their 
families never know whether they will come home.  What did this government do?  It played fast and loose with 
the police when they were simply trying to negotiate a decent pay deal.  In my view, this government will never 
pay our police officers what they are worth.  They are worth a lot more than the government pays them. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I agree with you.  No government will pay what our police officers are worth. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will take advantage of the minister being here.  I understand from looking at the budget 
papers that the government will invest an additional $17 million.  Will that $17 million be spent on employing 
actual police officers or will it be spent on employing another group of people? 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is front-line first. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What is front-line first - every sworn officer? 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I will give you the detail in estimates but it can be in part bringing in public servants so that a 
policeman moves from behind the scenes out onto the front line so you have an extra policeman out there on the 
front line.  You are not going to increase the police salaries because that is another part of the budget.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Is the minister conducting research to advocate the appointment of more social workers to 
the police service? 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Not that I’m aware of. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Is the minister not aware of that?  That will be interesting, because I understand that to be 
the case.  I think the minister has yet to sign off on it, but I understand that research is being conducted into 
front-line policing.  What did the government actually spend on advertising for recruits?  I have had this 
argument with the minister before.  For the month of February, the government spent $2 400 on police 
recruitment.   
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 2274.] 
 


